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From the Dean and President

Dear Friends,

Welcome to another edition of Seed & Harvest. 
I am delighted to have the opportunity to 
bring you up to date with what is happening 
here at Trinity and to encourage you in your 
prayers and walk with the Lord.

You can look forward to news from our recent 
graduates, from our faculty and staff and from 
recent travel, as well as reflections on my visit 
to the UK over the summer and the lessons I 
was learning about responding to secularism.

I would especially encourage you to take a good look at our Annual Report 
at the center of this issue. It has been a very joyful task to look back over the 
past year in order to prepare this summary. What a lot has happened, and 
how many ways we have been blessed by God through his people and his 
daily provision.

We do not have to produce an annual report, but it is something that, I 
think, does help us to reflect on what God is doing in our midst and to have 
the chance to give him the glory that is his due.

It has been a special pleasure to welcome 33 new full-time residential 
students to campus this semester and to hear them give their testimonies 
over lunch at Orientation about how God has brought them to Trinity. Four 
of these are on the new STM degree and two on the revised MA in Mission. 
I am sure these numbers will grow in the future. We also have 30 new 
students joining us part-time and on-line, and six new DMin students. This is 
a tremendous encouragement to us all. The campus is buzzing with energy.

So I hope you will enjoy reading Seed & Harvest and that you will join us in 
giving thanks to the Almighty for all his good gifts. And, please continue to 
support Trinity with your prayers and gifts.
 

    Every blessing in Christ,

   

Dean Terry
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We have just returned from three weeks 
in England, our annual time with 

family and friends in the UK and attending 
the New Wine renewal conference near 
Bristol. It was an enjoyable and encouraging 
time in many ways, as well as a time of 
spiritual refreshment.

Secularism is still on the ascendency 
in England, but there are signs that 
church decline is slowing down and that 
more renewed and missionally engaged 
congregations are emerging. The New Wine 
conferences had 32,000 people attending this 
year, plus thousands of teenagers at their Soul 
Survivor camps. These numbers grow each 
year, partly as a result of church planting. It 
is one of many signs of the Spirit’s work to 
renew and mobilize the church there.

The church in England was slow to respond 
to secularism and has paid a high price for it. 
As secularism becomes ever more prominent 
in the US, what can we learn from mistakes 
made in England about how best to respond 
to it? I would say there are four main things: 

1.  Seek to bring less committed churchgoers 
to a deep commitment to Christ. 
As secularism rises, less committed 
churchgoers tend to drop away. Once 
they have stopped coming, it can be hard 
to win them back. It is much easier to 

engage them while they are 
part of the life of the church; 
you don’t have the challenges 
of connecting with them, 
interesting them in the faith, 
and encouraging them to hear 
the Gospel if they already 
attend church. 

2.  Be intentional about 
forming the children and 
young people of the church in 
the Christian life. They need to 
be taught the Christian faith at 
age-appropriate levels so that 
they come to understand its 
depth and power. That kind of 
serious catechesis was largely 

lost in England and a generation or two of 
young people have been lost with it.

3.  Maintain Christian colleges that offer 
undergraduate and post-graduate 
education from Gospel perspective. 
English universities all became secular in 
the 19th century, and increasingly so in the 
20th century, so that the graduates of any 
English university will have faced at least 
three years of education heavily biased to 
secularism. This has greatly weakened the 
Christian witness at the highest levels of 
scholarship and debate.

4.  Take adult education seriously. As secular 
ideas become increasingly common 
currency, Christians need to be able to give 
good reasons for the faith that is in them. 
The adult education hour (a rarity in the 
UK) gives the opportunity to help adults 
develop an adult faith.

The news in brief is to see our congregations 
as our first mission field where we want to 
win people to committed faith in Christ and 
to make disciples who in turn can win the 
lost. That, I think, is the strongest response to 
secularism. It is what I know so many readers 
of Seed & Harvest are already doing, and for 
that, I give much thanks. 

Responding
 to
Secularism
                      by Justyn Terry
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A New Semester and New Faces

This story appeared 

in the fi rst issue of 

“Trinity Today,” a 

short, newsy, and 

image-rich e-mail 

sent to everyone 

on Trinity’s e-mail 

list. Want to join? 

Send us an e-mail: 

trinitytoday@tsm.

edu.

RIGHT: Trinity’s 
new students place 

themselves in the area 
of the “Body of Christ” 

that best represents their 
sense of call to ministry. 

This was one of the 
exercises conducted 

during Orientation.

ABOVE: Whacky hats were part of the fun used to build 
relationships and community during Orientation. Even Dean of 
Students, Tina Lockett, joined in (lower right).

BELOW: New students and spouses use teamwork to solve problems 
and meet challenges together

Meet the 
Trautmans,   
David and Megan.

This Florida 
couple arrived 
along with over 
30 others to 
begin residential 
seminary training 
at Trinity this fall.

Why Trinity? Megan noted that a number of Trinity 
alumni had been infl uential in their lives: Sharon 
Lewis, Jim and Shari Hobby, David Sandifer, 
and Travis Boline. Even after looking into other 
seminaries in the US and England, the Trautman’s 
settled on Trinity, because they had seen the 
fruit of Trinity’s formational ministry in the lives 
of others. “We want to be discipled, not just 
educated,” David said. And, sensing a call into 
Anglican ministry, the Trautmans were drawn to 
the Ambridge area so that they could be close to 
the “heart of the Anglican movement.” 

The Trautman’s visited Trinity on one of the 
seminary’s “Be A Seminarian For A Day” events, 
and they were impressed by the students and 
faculty that they met. Later that year, they attended 
a June Intensive on “Discerning a Call to Ministry,” 
and that experience “sealed the deal for us.”

David is the fi rst STM (Master of Sacred Theology) 
degree student. He sees the degree program as 
a help in determining his life’s ministry focus: 
academic and/or parish. Megan has entered the 
Master in Mission program but may later transfer 
into the Master of Divinity program. A generous 
gift to Trinity for scholarships made it possible 
for both David and Megan to attend school 
simultaneously. “It would not be possible without 
the scholarships,” David smiled.

Welcome, David and Megan!



What would 
draw two 
young couples 
from sunny 
San Diego to 
not-so-sunny 
Ambridge? 
“Community,” 
was Brian 
Hughes’ quick 
answer. He 
had been 

attending a commuter campus seminary in 
Southern California but missed having a real on-
going relationship with his fellow seminarians. 
“Biblical orthodoxy,” was Paul Gibbons’ fi rst 
reply. He explained that his former seminary 
was questioning the authority of Scripture.
 Sensing a call to Anglican ordination, both 
Brian and Paul were also looking for Anglican 
training and formation. Trinity’s liturgical 
worship tradition, and its emphasis on the 
“organic unity of Scripture” were just what the 
two couples were looking for. “It felt like this was 
home,” Brian said.
 And attending seminary together was no 
coincidence: the Hughes and the Gibbons see 
their combined abilities and “synergy” as a part 
of God’s unfolding plan for their lives—maybe 
in church planting.

For Christen 
Wurschmidt, 
coming to Trinity 
was a return 
to Ambridge. 
Christen’s father, 
Michael (MDiv 
1998), and her 
mother, Tina 
(MAR 2004), are both Trinity graduates. When her 
parents began seminary, Christen was six years old. 
After graduation, they moved to Pittsburgh, closer 
to Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship, a ministry serving 
the homeless which they started while at Trinity.
 Now Christen is a graduate of the University 
of Pittsburgh in music and urban studies. She 
wanted to deepen her understanding of Scripture, 
and Trinity’s Master of Arts in Biblical Studies fi t 
perfectly. The Lord has given Christen a heart for 
the people of North Africa, and she believes her 
studies at Trinity is preparing her for ministry in 
that context.

Christen Wurschmidt
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Meet Some of the New Trinity Students

Brian and Mandy Hughes (seated) with 
close friends Paul and April Gibbons 
(standing/kneeling).

Canon Israel Felix Odita

When Israel Odita arrived 
at Trinity from eastern 
Nigeria, he described 
having the restful sense 
that “this is the place,” his 
temporary home for study 
and further formation in 
ministry. Already actively 
involved in ministry to 
thousands through his 
work at All Saints Cathedral Onitsha in the 
Anglican Diocese on the Niger, some questioned 
the Canon’s desire to pursue further studies. But 
Israel felt a call to expand his capacity “in order to 
be more useful to God and this generation.”

Jared and Joni 
Driscoll had 
never heard of 
Trinity when 
they fi rst began 
exploring 
seminaries, 
but the counsel 
of a respected 

spiritual leader prompted them to learn more. 
The more they learned, the more they liked what 
Trinity had to off er, and so they came...all the way 
from St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada, a drive 
of over 42 hours. Jared, whose undergraduate 
studies were in religious studies and the classics, 
is pursuing an MDiv degree and ordination, 
hoping to return to serve in ministry in Canada.

David Booman is a 
Senior MDiv student 
planning to graduate 
in May 2010. This 
fall, the oldest of his 
three sisters, Anna, 
joined him at Trinity 
to pursue a Master 
of Arts in Biblical 
Studies degree. Having fi nished her undergraduate 
degree in vocal performance at Manhattan 
School of Music, Anna was eager to explore the 
intersection of theology and the arts, hoping to 
serve in music ministry after her studies. Like 
many of the incoming students, Anna was enabled 
to enter Trinity through scholarship funds.

Jared, Daniel, Joni, and Noah Driscoll

David Booman and his sister, Anna

Fall 2009    
Quick Facts:

33  new full-time 
residential 
students

12 = number 
of states 
represented in 
the new class

3 = number of 
international 
students in 
the new class 
(Canada, 
Nigeria, and 
Sudan).

11 singles

20 married

2 engaged

8  children

2 more children 
on  the way

8 MAR students

2 MAM students

19 MDiv students

4 STM students
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Trinity Travels

A Summer on the Move: 
Uganda, Egypt, Kenya, & Benin

by Grant LeMarquand

Uganda

On June 7 I flew to Uganda, arriving the 
next evening. I had a 

wonderful two weeks teaching 
‘African Biblical Hermeneutics’ 
at Uganda Christian University 
(UCU) to our cohort of D.Min. 
students every morning. I 
shared the teaching with the 
Rev. Dr. Edison Kalengyo, one 
of only two members of the 
UCU theology faculty with a 
doctorate. One afternoon the 
class went to Kampala together 
to meet with some of the staff of 
the Uganda Bible Society.

While at UCU, I was also asked 
to speak at “Dean’s Hour” 
one morning. I spoke on 
“Contextual exegesis in Africa in 
light of the crisis in the Anglican 
Communion” which generated 
lots of energy and interesting 
questions. Consequently, 
they asked for another lecture, so I spoke the 
following week on “African contributions (both 
ancient and modern) to the Global Church.” 

Possibly the most wonderful evening of my 
two weeks was the first-ever Trinity alumni 
gathering to be held outside of the U.S. 
Frederick Balwa and I dreamed up the idea and 
Rebecca Nyegenye organized it. In addition 
to Frederick and Rebecca and the five D.Min. 
students (one of who is already an alum: Festus 
Kiseu from Kenya), we had Sam Opol, Beatrice 
Aber, Geoffrey Byarugaba, Gideon Kwizera, 
Moses Rwothomio, and Alison Barfoot. We had 
a wonderful meal together, and everyone shared 
about their time at Trinity, and what they’ve 
been doing since. Alison talked a bit from the 
perspective of a Board member, and Beatrice 
and I talked about Trinity now. And, we spent 
some fervent time in prayer.

Egypt
On June 18 I spent time in four African capital 
cities: Kampala (on my way to the airport 
at Entebbe), Nairobi (to catch a connecting 
flight), Khartoum (where the flight refueled), 
and finally, Cairo. The next day I attended the 
Friday morning service at All Saints Cathedral 
(remember, it’s a Muslim country, so Friday 

morning and Sunday evening 
are the usual times for 
Christian worship) and then 
attended the last session of the 
diocesan synod (held every two 
years). One of the reports was 
on ecumenical and inter-faith 
work in the diocese. Time was 
spent talking about efforts to 
rebuild trust with Christian 
and Muslim leaders following 
the actions of Canadian and 
American Anglican churches 
on sexuality issues. I asked for 
permission to speak and, as 
a North American Anglican 
apologized, for the pain and 
difficulties that the North 
American churches had caused 
for the Diocese of Egypt and 
received a rather unexpectedly 
loud and long ovation.

My main task in Egypt was to be the speaker at 
the first graduation of the Alexandria School of 
Theology in 1500–1600 years! Graduation took 
place in Alexandria (this is not as obvious as 
it sounds – 
there are two 
campuses, one 
in Cairo, one 
in Alexandria) 
on June 20 
at St. Mark’s 
Church, 
a recently 
renovated and 
now beautiful 
building in 
downtown 
Alexandria. (Happily, there is now also a 
thriving Arabic-speaking congregation there.) 
Sixteen students received the Bachelor of 
Theology, and six received the Diploma in 

Dr. LeMarquand seated with other 
graduation speakers and presenters, 
including Shady Anis (MAR 2008, 
seated in the back row).
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Theology. I 
spoke on the 
contribution of 
North African 
Christianity 
to the global 
church. The 
church was 
packed with 
more than 
400 people, 
every seat filled 
and overflow 

attendees standing at the back and in the 
courtyard outside.

On Sunday evening I preached at one of the 
other churches in Alexandria (a different All 
Saints Church, this one holding about 70 
people—and about 70 were there!). Worship 
was interesting. The first third of the service 
consisted of the singing of indigenous Arabic 
songs and choruses, with a more-or-less 
Pentecostal feel. The next part of the service 
was all very Anglican: ministry of the Word, 
followed by ministry of the meal. I did notice, 
however, that quite a number of those who 
came up for communion went back to their 
pews with their hands covering their mouths, 
an indication that these particular worshippers 
were raised in the Coptic Church. The service 
was followed by the traditional “time of 
fellowship” in the church courtyard which 
lasted for three or four hours (things really get 
going after dark in Egypt…).

Back in Cairo, Bishop Mouneer asked me to 
give a lecture to the Cairo clergy on the state 
of the Anglican Communion. There were lots 
of questions and a sense of seriousness from 
the clergy. They had heard of some of actions 
regarding matters of sexuality but hadn’t spent 
as much time thinking about the theological 
issues involved.

Kenya
My week in Kenya was wonderful. It was a 
week of reunions and celebrations—but it was 
tinged with some pain. Africa is like that.

I stayed at the Archbishop’s official residence 
in Nairobi (next to State House, the official 

residence of the President—an interesting 
colonial legacy) with Eliud Wabukala, the 
Archbishop elect, and his wife, Caren.

As day of the enthronement drew closer, the 
children began to arrive in town—along with 
more and more relatives, friends, bishops, 
clergy, etc, etc. By two days before the 
enthronement, Eliud was beginning to worry 
about his retreat which we had planned to 
have in the house. The two of us ended up 
locking ourselves in the library and chapel 
of the house where I led his retreat. Eliud, a 
humble man, asked my assistance with editing 
his enthronement speech and dealing with 
reporters prior to the enthronement.

The enthronement itself began at 10 a.m. on 
Sunday, July 5. All Saints Cathedral in Nairobi 
holds about 2,000 people, but about 6,000 
were expected, so the parking lots and lawns 
of the Cathedral cordoned off and large tents 
set up, equipped with closed circuit TVs. There 
were police and soldiers everywhere (mostly 
because the President and Vice President came 
to the service). The service was well organized, 
but still lasted until 4 p.m., followed by “lunch,” 
followed by supper at the official residence.

The days following the enthronement were filled 
with activity and opportunities On one day, I 
had lunch with Kenyan dignitaries, including 
the President and Vice-President of the country. 
Also, while in Nairobi, I preached at Evensong 
at the Cathedral, and I was invited to speak at an 
educational day for Sudanese refugee pastors at 
a gathering organized by Trinity student John 
Chol Daau, Trinity alum Elaine Storm and a 
team from St. Philip’s in Moon.

On another day I traveled to St Paul’s Limuru 
where I used to live and teach, and there I 
had lunch with the head of theology, Joseph 
Galgalo. I also spent a bit of time with a former 
student, Sammy Githuku, who teaches there 
and with Esther Mombo, a former Simeon 
lecturer at Trinity.

An opportunity arose to visit the Bible Society of 
Kenya, the Bible Translation and Literacy Centre 

continued on p. 9  

An AST graduate receives his 
diploma from AST Principal, Emad 
Azmi Mikhail, and Bishop Mouneer 
Anis, Primate of the Middle East.



8 Seed & Harvest

January 9-17
Ireland – “The World of St. Patrick” 
Lecturer: The Rev. Dr. Les Fairfield

Travel to the holy 
sites of early Celtic 
Christianity in Ireland, 
to ponder, to pray and 
to enjoy.

March 12-21
Tunisia – “The World of St. Augustine” 
Lecturer: The Rev. Dr. Les Fairfield

Take a trip back to the 
flourishing North African 
Church of the early 
centuries and the days of 
St. Augustine, featuring the 
wonderfully well preserved 
Christian sites amidst the 
Roman ruins on the edge of 
the Sahara.

July 15 -24
Europe – “Christianity’s Gifts to Europe” 
Hosts: Les & Lynn Fairfield 

Christianity is a risk in Europe today, with the tide 
of secularism and the robust Islamic birth rate. 
Yet even radical secularists are beginning to have 
second thoughts, and are realizing what Christianity 
has meant to Western civilization (not only the 
Gospel and the art and literature it inspired, but 
also modern science and political liberty). This 
trip begins with the quintessence of the Gospel, 
the every-ten-years Oberammergau Passion Play, 
and continues aboard ship down the Danube 
River through the heartland of European Catholic 
Christianity. It’ll be a great chance to reflect on the 
gifts that the Faith has given to the Western world.

Trinity Travel Study

2010 Travel Study Plans

For more information on Trinity’s 
Travel Study trips, visit our web site 
(www.tsm.edu) and go to “Academics” 
then “Travel Study.” Brochures with 
rates and other details are available 
under Related Links on that page.

Also, you may contact Trinity’s Travel/
Mission Study Coordinator, Dr. 
Theresa Newell at:

tnewell@tsm.edu
1-800-874-8754 x277

The Rev. Dr. Les Fairfi eld 
taught Church History 
at Trinity School for 
Ministry for 30 years 
and has now retired to 
Amherst, Massachusetts. 

His knowledge and extraordinary 
teaching ability make his lecture tours 
unforgettable experiences.
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www.tsm.edu/Academics/Travel_Study
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Trinity Travels —continued

(associated with Wycliffe Bible Translators), and 
the United Bible Societies Translation Centre 
for Africa. I had coffee—for three hours—with 
Dr. Aloo Mojola, the chief UBS translation 
consultant for Africa who knows everyone and 
everything about Bible translation in Africa. 
Happily, he wants to help with the Stanway 
project, endeavoring to find African Bibles and 
Prayer Books not already a part of our collection.

Benin
After a few weeks back home, I 
headed back to Africa for ten days, 
just prior to the opening of the fall 
semester. This time I was headed 
to Benin, the smallish francophone 
country just west of Nigeria. My 
destination was Le Grand Seminaire 
St Gall de Ouidah to attend the 
biennial Congress of l’Association 
Panafricaine des Exegetes CAtholique 
(APECA). In spite of being the 
only Protestant and the only white 
member present, I am always 
welcomed to these stimulating meetings. 

The topic of the Congress was “Conflict and 
Reconciliation in the Bible: Exegetical Readings 
in the Context of the Church as the Family of 
God in Africa.” This association of highly trained 
African scholars spent the days of the meetings 
grappling with the Hebrew and Greek, talking, 
arguing, praying through biblical passages in 
which family conflict, ethnic violence, hatred, 
anger, war as well as the good news of God’s 
reconciliation of the world through the cross of 

Jesus play a major role. The state of African 
society, the role of the church in situations of 
conflict, the need to preach of and act for God’s 
love for a hurting world provided the context for 
biblical reflection. Most of the papers were 
presented by seminary professors from around 
the continent, most of them priests or members 
of religious orders. Papers were presented in 
both English and French and questions could be 
answered (and were expected to be answered!) in 

both languages. There was one 
interesting moment in which a 
francophone and an anglophone 
scholar were having  some 
difficulty on a fine exegetical 
point—so they both just changed 
to Italian. Several bishops and 
Archbishops were also present and 
active in the discussions. My own 
paper (“Galatians 3:28: Jew/Greek, 
slave/free, male/female. The 
Limits of Paul’s Rhetoric of 
Reconciliation and Inclusion in the 
Light of the Crisis over 

Homosexuality in the Anglican Communion.”) 
received much serious and thoughtful response. 
Although this subject is rarely discussed in 
Africa (“It is usually taboo,” one of the 

Archbishops remarked), they are aware that 
they cannot ignore this issue. Travel, the 
internet, and television are bringing the 
ideas of a globalized culture across the 
world. They assured me that they will being 
praying for Anglicans and other Christians, 
especially in the western world, who are 
seeking to be faithful to the gospel. 

 continued from p. 7

The Rev. Dr. Grant 
LeMarquand is 
Academic Dean and 
Associate Professor 
of Biblical Studies        
& Mission





From her early years in the Baptist Church, 
Suzanne passed through a time of being a 
“practical atheist” in college and early married 
life. She recalls, “For twenty years, I never 
thought about God.” After successful years 
in business, she and her husband retired at 
early ages to Beaufort, South Carolina. There 
an inexplicable urge drew her back to church 
at St. Helena’s where many of her friends 
attended. Yet, her heart remained unchanged.

Later, she was invited to a local non-
denominational Bible study and found the 
Scriptures once again alive to her. Then 
a personal crisis brought Suzanne to a 
realization of her desperate need for the 
saving, healing work of Christ in her life. After 
crying out to God, she found herself freed from 
anger and with a new-found trust in her Savior.

Opportunities came to serve in leadership roles 
in her church, community, and diocese. Now 
on Trinity’s Board, Suzanne brings a passion 
for seeing biblical theological education made 
available to both lay and ordained persons. Her 
gifts of leadership and organization make her a 
welcome addition to the Board.
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Trinity Profiles

Some of those 

whom God 

has directed 

to serve at 

Trinity School 

for Ministry.

Suzanne W. Schwank
Beaufort, South Carolina
Trinity Trustee

BA, Agnes Scott College

Former CFO, Peacher-
Schwank Plastics, Inc.

While serving in Vietnam, a fellow Marine 
led David to faith in Christ. “God acted on my 
heart, and I trusted Jesus for the fi rst time 
as both Lord and Savior.” Sensing a call to 
ordained ministry, he became an Episcopal 
clergyman, subsequently serving both civilian 
and military congregations for 26 years.

In 2000, David was consecrated Suff ragan 
Bishop of the Diocese of Albany, NY. After 
seven years, he resigned his position and was 
called as Suff ragan Bishop of the Convocation 
of Anglicans in North America (CANA) 
assisting missionary bishop, Martyn Minns.

David has been interested in Trinity since its 
foundation and has encouraged numerous 
seminarians to attend. He writes, “Biblical/
Anglican theological education is of extreme 
importance in today’s world, and TSM does 
it right.” His leadership gifts and desire to 
“encourage a courageous stand on preparing 
people for ordained and lay ministry” have 
made him a wonderful addition to Trinity 
Board of Trustees.

David J. Bena
Mechanicville, New York
Trinity Trustee

BA, Stetson University
MDiv, Virginia Theol. Sem.
DMin, Graduate Theol. Fnd.
DDiv, Virginia Theol. Sem.

Career Marine Offi  cer

Suff ragan Bishop, CANA

Most know him as Professor of Biblical 
Studies, but Dr. Rod Whitacre also has 
a lesser known title: “Dean of Ukulele 
Pedagogy.” Every week Rod off ers to teach 
ukulele to students, faculty, and staff  alike. 
He has proven over and again that this 
small and under-appreciated instrument 
gives great enjoyment and delight to all 
who sit and strum. As he likes to quote, 

“Uke can change the world.”

rvest

who sit an
“Uke c

LEFT: The ukulele -friendly 
bumper sticker on Rod’s car.
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Dr. Don Collett
Assistant Professor of  

Old Testament

BA, Montana State Univ.
MDiv, Westminster Sem., 

(California) 
PhD, Univ. of St. Andrews 

(UK)

Dr. Bill Witt
Assistant Professor of  

Systematic  Theology

BA, Rockmont College
MA summa cum laude,     

St. Thomas Seminary 
PhD, University of      

Notre Dame

Although Don was baptized as a Roman 
Catholic, his upbringing was outside the church. 
In college, he met students who invited him 
to their Southern Baptist church where the 
preaching moved him to respond to the gospel. 
He sensed a call to “do ministry” and preaching 
with others in small towns in Montana.

After graduating from Westminster Seminary  
in California, he and 65 others planted a church 
in Montana. The church later joined the United 
Reformed Tradition. It was not until Don moved 
to Scotland for his doctoral studies that he and 
his family became familiar with and joined the 
Anglican tradition.

I found myself drawn to Trinity by the love for 
Scripture, liturgical practice, and theological 
tradition among faculty and students. The learning 
environment at Trinity is truly unique, and one 
which I am privileged to be a part of. An added perk 
is the wide range of musical traditions represented by 
the faculty, from Muddy Waters to Myles Davis and 
all points in between.

Recent Books or Articles
“The Bible and Revelation,” Trinity Journal for 

Theology & Ministry 2/2 (2008)

Research Interests
•  The Book of the Twelve
• the history of the Old Testament canon and 

biblical criticism
• canonical hermeneutics
• sensus literalis and the history of              

biblical interpretation
• literary theory and textual hermeneutics

Bill was raised in a Christian home and at five 
years old prayed to accept Christ as Savior. At 
age sixteen, he sensed a call to ministry, and 
in college it became clear that he was being 
called to serve the church in Academia using his 
teaching gifts.

When I began my doctoral studies, I had just 
been confirmed as an Episcopalian. Originally, I 
had intended to major in Historical Theology, but 
switched to Systematics after reading in Stephen 
Sykes’ classic work, The Integrity of Anglicanism, 
that Anglican theology had lost its way in the 20th 
century because of a neglect of Systematic Theology. 
After finishing my degree, I had always hoped to 
teach Systematic Theology at an orthodox Episcopal 
seminary, but did not find work after graduation, 
and turned to other ways to make a living. After 
a few years outside Academia, I was thrilled to 
have the opportunity to interview at Trinity, and 
was given the opportunity to be a one year Visiting 
Professor. When Justyn Terry became the new 
Dean/President, this left an opening in Systematic 
Theology, and I was hired.

Recent Books or Articles
“George Herbert’s Approach to God: The Faith 

and Spirituality of a Country Priest.” Theology 
Today, July 2003.

“General Convention 2003 and Its Aftermath.” 
Trinity Journal for Theology & Ministry, 2/2 
(2008).

“Critical Orthodoxy and the Christology of Luke-
Acts.” Trinity Journal for Theology & Ministry, 
3/1 (2009).

Research Interests
• Historical and contemporary theology
• the relation between Medieval and 

Reformation theology
• spiritual theology and the history of   

Christian spirituality
• theological methodology
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John Heidengren (MDiv 1986)
I have served Prince of 
Peace Church in Hopewell 
Township for thirteen 
years. My ministry as 
Rector includes preaching, 
teaching, pastoring and 
leadership development. I 

am blessed with a godly wife, Blanche (and 
five children 21 to 7 years old ), a solid 
group of lay leadership, an excellent part-
time staff, and a delightful Deacon. We are 
currently facing the economic challenges 
of our times with a growing trust in the 
goodness and faithfulness of our generous 
and gracious God.
     One of the blessings of being just across 
the Ohio River from Trinity is the regular 
interaction with seminarians, staff, and 
faculty. Over thirty students have been a 
significant part of our congregation in the 
past decade, either sharing in Mentored 
Ministry (formerly Field Education), 
sponsorship for ordination, or serving on 
our staff. The contributions these students 
have made to our parish have enriched 
my life and the lives of countless others. 
I have also had the privilege of serving 
as the informal Chaplain to Students 
at TSM, offering a place for counsel 
and confidentiality outside the normal 
seminary channels.

 The Heidengren’s second child, Alex, went to be 
with the Lord in an August 8 accident. Please 
continue to pray for the family.

Kevin S. Higgins (MDiv 1986)
After serving in South Asia among 
Muslims, I became the International 
Director of GLOBAL TEAMS (formerly 
EWM). I am still involved directly in 
leadership training and Bible translation 
for movements emerging among 
Muslims. GLOBAL TEAMS’ distinctives 
include catalyzing new movements to 
Jesus among the least reached, raising 
up missionaries from the Global body of 
Christ, developing business as mission 
efforts, and insuring quality member care 
for all of our missionaries. Susan and I 
have been married for 29 years and have 

three daughters, Rachel (22), Sarah (19), 
and Emma (16). I have begun doctoral 
work at Fuller while maintaining my 
responsibilities with GLOBAL TEAMS. 
The focus of research involves the fields of 
Islamic studies, New Testament, and Bible 
translation.

John Pennington (MDiv 1986)
Since graduation from Trinity and serving 
as assistant rector at Saint David’s, Peters 
Township, our journey in ministry has 
been westward bound. In 1991 I was called 
as rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in Green River, Wyoming and a year later, 
at the bishop’s request, to also serve as 
vicar of St. David’s in Fort Bridger. Five 
years later we left the Episcopal Church 
and planted a mission in Green River, 
first under the covering of the Evangelical 
Episcopal church and lastly with AMiA. 
In 2004, we “retired” for health reasons 
and returned again to California, where 
our sons, daughters, and grandchildren 
live (Our daughter Erin is presently on 
mission in Pretoria, South Africa). In 
2007 Gretchen and I started attending 
St. Augustine of Canterbury Anglican 
Church (APCK) here in Chico. Sensing 
that the Lord was not through with me, I 
contacted the Archbishop and requested 
to be received into the Province. I went 
through the process of being regularized 
and was received as a priest on June 9, 
2008. I preach and serve as celebrant 
at Holy Communion as the needs arise. 
Gretchen is a member of the local chapter 
of the Anglican Church Women. Presently 
the clergy and lay leadership are attending 
sessions of the Truth Project with great 
excitement for what it has to offer as a solid 
teaching program.

Dan Williamson (MDiv 1986)
Dan and Diane Williamson live in 
Roseville, CA. Dan retired last November 
after 16 years as Rector of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Roseville. He is 
learning how to retire and enjoy more 
grandpa time with Mizuki (3) and Kaysa 
(8). Diane continues to teach third 
grade at St. Michael’s School in nearby 
Carmichael, where she has served on 
faculty since 1994. After leaving Trinity, 
Dan served as Associate Rector of All 
Saints’-Long Beach, then Vicar of St. John’s 
in LaVerne, CA, before being called to St. 

John’s in Roseville, a fast-growing suburb 
of Sacramento. Over the years he has 
maintained contact with Trinity through 
January Term classes, and Holy Land trips 
with Dr. Allen Ross. Dan hopes to remain 
very active in ministry through supply 
and interim assignments. Diane plans to 
continue teaching for a few more years 
before joining Dan in retirement.

Addison H. Hart (MDiv 1987)
As an alumnus, I thought I’d let you 
know that my first book was published by 
Eerdmans in July: Knowing Darkness: On 
Skepticism, Melancholy, Friendship, and God. 
More information on this can be found at: 
http://www.eerdmans.com/shop/product.
asp?p_key=9780802863447.

Tony Martin (MDiv 1987)
I am currently a priest in AMiA living 
in Topeka, Kansas with my wife Pat. I 
have a full-time job as a project manager 
for a Mechanical Contractor to support 
my ministry in Topeka which includes 
Chaplain to Rose Villa Retirement 
Center (low income veterans). I am also 
currently the interim Pastor for Hillside 
Community Church.

Michael Paciello (MDiv 1987) 
I left the Episcopal Church in 1995 after 
spending 3 years in Charleston, WV 
and then 5 years in NY as the Assistant 
Rector of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
in Malverne, NY. I joined the Charismatic 
Episcopal Church and church-plant Grace 
Church in Port Washington, NY for 10 
years. I’m now the Rector of Church of 
the Redeemer in Northport, AL, a suburb 
of Tuscaloosa. I’ve been there for almost 
3 years and in that time I’ve  also become 
part of the Kairos ministry to the local 
prison, I do a Bible study once a month 
for the mayor of Tuscaloosa and his staff, 
and I am involved with a project the 
mayor initiated to reclaim certain areas of 
Tuscaloosa from the drug lords, poverty 
and despair called the “Hope Initiative.” 
I’m also heavily involved in uniting the 
churches in the area through a ministry 
called Tuscaloosa Prayer Network.  
Through all this, I keep in touch with 
old friends in the Episcopal Church and 
AMIA—as John Rodgers once said, “We 
will all be ministering together again 
one day, one way or the other.” My wife, 
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Young, after 2 bouts with breast cancer, is 
healthy and busy developing her catering 
business and being an integral part of a 
pastors’ wives ministry that she initiated 
with others two years ago. Benjamin, one 
of the twins, works for Oprah in Chicago 
as the Operations Director of her store; 
Thibaut, the other twin, works for Ralph 
Lauren in downtown NY, managing four 
boutiques; and Zachary the youngest, after 
being diagnosed with Asperger Syndrome 
two years ago, is working on graduating 
from UofA in 2011 and is living with us.

Jess Reeves (MDiv 1987)
I have been serving as a specialized interim 
minister lately, my last commitment having 
concluded successfully earlier this year. 
Most recently I served at Saint Peter’s in 
Columbia, Tennessee, near Nashville, in 
the Diocese of Tennessee. Immediately 
before that, I served as Interim Rector at 
Saint Thomas’, Orange, Virginia, which 
was a chance to renew old friendships as I 
had attended Woodberry Forest prep school 
nearby. At present I await His call to serve 
again at His pleasure and as my privilege.

Duncan Lanum (MDiv 1988)
For the last nine years I have been the 
Assisting Priest at the Church of the Holy 
Faith in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Prior to 
that I was Rector of St. Clement’s church 
in Woodlake, California, for ten years; 
and prior to that was Vicar in Edgerton, 
Wyoming for two years. Each week I assist 
at the three Eucharist services on Sunday, 
and am celebrant at a midweek service 
each Thursday. However, my primary 
pastoral privileges include visiting patients 
each day at the regional medical center 
in Santa Fe, and also visiting residents 
at nursing homes, residential retirement 
communities, and parishioners that are 
shut-ins. I am blessed to do Communion 
services each week at such nursing homes, 
and to such home-bound persons. It is 
always exciting, rewarding, and a great 
privilege to serve our Lord Jesus Christ by 
going out into the community and doing 
pastoral service and ministry.
     Trinity, keep up the Scripturally true 
and authentic teaching so that all Trinity 
graduates can be faithful, evangelical 
servants of our Lord.

Shaw Mudge (MDiv 1988, DMin 2004)
Julie (my 
wife), and 
Lydia (our 
daughter), and 
I are SAMS 
missionaries 
in Lima, Peru. 
Lydia is 15, 

and having a great time. Julie, Lydia, and I 
are now through language school. Julie and 
I plan to be faculty 
at Sts. Augustine 
Seminary in Lima, 
which is part of the 
Anglican Diocese 
of Peru, and at the 
same time we are 
canonically resident 
in the Episcopal Diocese of Albany. Our 
daughter Hannah is a senior MDiv student 
at Trinity.

David Stenner, DMin (MDiv 1988)
I would like to begin by 
saying that our years at 
Trinity were some of the 
best times of our lives. 
I have fond memories 
of the classrooms in the 
undercroft of the chapel, 
the teaching, the worship, 
and the fellowship of my 
classmates and families. 

The lessons learned remain the foundation 
of my ministry. 
     After graduation in 1988, Janet and I 
spent our first 9½ years of ministry at St. 
Francis Episcopal Church in Fortuna, CA 
as vicar and regional dean. We came to All 
Saints’ Church, Reisterstown, MD in 1998 
where I have served as rector ever since. 
Our congregation continues to grow even 
in these troubled times with three Sunday 
services, active ministries for all ages, and 
vital evangelism and outreach programs. 
We have prayerfully made the decision at 
this time to remain in TEC and be a voice 
for orthodoxy in the Diocese of Maryland.    
     On a personal note, I received my 
D.Min from Seabury Institute in 2005 
and had the privilege to spend six weeks 
in Uganda and Tanzania in 2007. All of 
our children graduated from college, got 
married, and we are grandparents to six 
beautiful grandchildren.  

Andy Doan (MDiv 1989)
I am currently the rector 
of the AMiA parish in 
Winter Haven, FL, The 
Solid Rock Church. 
We began this mission 
January of 2008. Kim, 
my wife, and I are part 

of a small but wonderful group of people 
that is focusing on being more involved 
with meeting some of the needs of the 
local community in very relevant ways. In 
March, we gave out to our members sixty 
$25 gift cards from a local mega-store and 
told them to find someone in need, give 
them the card and tell them it was a gift 
from the Lord. Many people were touched 
deeply and the timing and significance 
of the gift was not lost to them. We are 
helping a ministry to the homeless, and 
Meals on Wheels, too. All the while we have 
begun to ramp up to being a parish based 
on the Cell Church model as the primary 
means to fulfilling the Great Commission. 
A great tool to help with that from the 
administrative perspective has been shared 
by a local evangelical church. Kim and 
I are parents to three terrific children, 
all married, and we now have (can you 
believe this!) SIX grandchildren! Being a 
grandparent sure is fun! God bless you all.

Marilyn Engstrom (MDiv 1989)
I just completed my 7th year as Dean of St. 
Matthew’s Cathedral, Laramie, Wyoming.  
In addition to regular pastoral duties, I 
have parlayed my service as Chaplain 
for the 2006 ECW Triennial Meeting 
into numerous speaking engagements 
around the country, regaling and inspiring 
audiences with stories about the mythical 
Wyoming town, Razor City (a pretty sharp 
town with an assortment of characters 
whose lives revolve around St. Peter’s of 
the Pearly Gate Episcopal Church). I will 
be studying culinary arts and touring holy 
pilgrimage sites in three different countries 
on my sabbatical during Fall, 2009.  
Among my fun memories of TESM were 
beating VTS at football, playing 10,000 at 
Stubbies, great classes and singing “And 
Can It Be.” Marilyn was a 5th time General 
Convention Deputy in 2009.

Reports from 1989 Alumni will continue in the 
next issue.

Octopus anyone?



It seems too early to think about Christmas, but December will soon be upon us, and 
many of us will rush out at the last minute to buy gifts for our loved ones. We at Trinity 
would like to give you the opportunity to give a gift of honor that will work for the 
Kingdom of God:  A Christmas Blessing.

Send a gift of any size, as a memorial or in thanksgiving, using the form below, and 
the person you want to bless will receive a card from Trinity acknowledging the gift you 
sent in their name. (The amount of the gift will not be included.) Each gift will also be 
celebrated with an ornament on our Trinity Tree.

Make your tribute by December 15 to ensure timely delivery. To send multiple Christmas 
Blessings, enclose a sheet with additional names and addresses, or go online to print off additional forms. Visit www.tsm.edu 
and click “Give” and then “Christmas Blessings.” Call Leslie Deily or Stevie Glor for more information at 1-800-874-8754.

From the Development Office

Fundraising takes a lot of work and prayer
Leslie Deily, Trinity’s Director of Development, 
knows only too well the truth of “many hands makes 
work light.” Often recruiting students and Trinity 
community members to help with folding and mailing 
letters encouraging support and prayer for Trinity. 

2009-2010
Annual Fund Thermometer

GOAL: 
$2.1 million

$1.8 million

$1.2 million

$.6 million

$0

 As of 9/21/09: $160,328 

$.3 million

$.9 million

$1.5 million

1%
is a
very

small 
part

of
the

whole,
but...

The 1% Appeal encourages 
churches to contribute a penny 
from every dollar to preparing new 
clergy for leadership in the Church 
through seminary training. Does 
your church support Trinity?

A
Christmas
Blessing

Please send a Christmas Blessing card to this person in time for Christmas:

Person(s) to be honored: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Send card to: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________ City ______________________________  State _____  Zip________________

Please list my name in this fashion on the card:

My name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________ City ______________________________  State _____  Zip________________

Telephone (______) _____________________  Email ___________________________________________________________________________

Amount enclosed: $ ___________________ (Make gifts payable to Trinity School for Ministry.)

Return this form in the envelope provided at the center of this issue or mail to TRINITY, 311 Eleventh Street, Ambridge, PA 15003.
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Trinity
NEWS & NOTES

Dr. Erika Moore Enjoys A Sabbatical Year. While on her well-earned 
sabbatical, Erika plans to research and begin writing a commentary on Ezekiel 
for the Tyndale Old Testament Commentary Series, research and write a 
chapter entitled “Calvin and Ezekiel” for a book, Calvin and The Prophets 
(commemorating Calvin’s 500th birthday; editor, Dr. Byron Curtis, Geneva 

College), and finish up her part of the Psalms commentary that she has been working 
on with Bruce Waltke and Jim Houston for Eerdmans. She will also be a speaker at the 
“Women in the Word” conference at Westminster Theological Seminary in October 2009. 
She will speak on the book of Ezekiel and how to interpret the biblical prophets.

Many Thanks, Keith Ripple. In late September, Dean Terry announced that, due to budget 
constraints, the position of Chief Operating Officer was being closed. Keith Ripple, COO 
since 2006, has graciously offered to continue in a consultant capacity for Trinity in the 
coming months. During his tenure, Keith was especially helpful in the purchase and 
demolition contracts for properties, opening the door for future campus development.

Godspeed, Travis Hines. Travis Hines, Trinity’s Director of Distance Learning since 2005, 
has been called to serve at Uganda Christian University’s Bishop Barham University 
College campus in Kabale as both teacher and IT manager. Now, the time has come for the 
final push in raising support to allow Travis, his wife, Leslie, and their four children, Jesse, 
Georgia, Lucy, and Julia to make the move to Africa. Trinity’s loss is UCU’s gain: Travis has 
been responsible for much of Trinity’s growth in online education in recent years.

Welcome—again—Geoff Mackey. With Travis Hines’ transition to raising 
his support for Uganda, Academic Dean, Grant LeMarquand, named Geoff 
Mackey as Trinity’s new Director of Distance Learning. Geoff has served 
as Administrative Coordinator for Extension Ministries for over two years, 
working closely with Travis and is well suited to take Trinity’s distance 
learning forward.

Trinity Student John Chol Daau Conducts Training in Sudan and Kenya
Senior MAR student John Daau worked with Elaine Storm (MDiv 
2007) and a group from St. Philip’s (Moon Township) to conduct 
a mission in Wangulei, Southern Sudan. The central focus of the 
mission was to conduct training for pastors and the Wangulei 
community of the Jieng (Dinka) people. Christianity first caught 
fire in the region 25-30 years ago, and so the Old Testament is not 
yet translated in its entirety. Not surprisingly, many of the pastors 
and parishioners have questions and misconceptions about the 
teachings of the Bible and God’s place in their culture and lives.

Related to this, John, a former “Lost Boy of Sudan,” has a vision for the establishment 
of a Christian college for pastors, teachers and the future leaders of Sudan in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Bor. Currently called the Good Shepherd Leadership Training 
Center (GSLTC), the long-range vision calls for the construction of a college compound 
with living quarters, classrooms, library, a mess hall and a clinic. Recently John was 
granted land in Wangulei for the future home of the college. 
As a first step in realizing the vision, the visiting team was 
able to stake a fence around the property, marking it for the 
government surveys.

The ferocity of the spiritual conflict was realized in stark terms 
when unidentified militia stormed a meeting after the team’s 
visit, killing John’s friend, Archdeacon Joseph Mabior Garang 
and 40 others.

Pray for John an especially the believers of Southern Sudan 
who live with daily hardship and danger. Pray, too, for the 
establishment of the college for training leaders to serve in 
Southern Sudan.

Archdeacon
Joseph Mabior Garang



PLEASE PRAY…

• For the new students beginning their studies at Trinity, that God would bless and direct them in this new chapter of life.

• For all Trinity alumni serving throughout this country and the world, for the grace and strength of Christ to be with them.

• For those in the Trinity family and extended community who are in need of employment or the sale of homes.

• For peace to reign in Uganda and other areas of recent strife. And for rain to come to drought stricken areas.

• For healing for those suffering illness or physical concerns. And health and strength for expectant mothers and their babies.

• For abundant financial gifts to replenish Trinity’s reserves and advance the seminary’s development.

• For the Ambridge community: that salvation and healing would come to many.

• For all of Trinity’s students, staff, faculty, dean, trustees, alumni, and supporters.

Trinity Trustee Emeritus, The Rev. John Leggett,   wrote a prayer for trustees to use for the school. Here is a modified version 
of it that you might find helpful:

Almighty God, you are the great Lord of the harvest, and you faithfully call and equip your people for the ministry of your 
Gospel. We thank you for raising up Trinity, its faculty, staff, students, trustees and supporters, and for enabling us to equip 
men and women for ordained and lay ministry in the Church. We ask you to sustain and expand this good work. Establish us 
in the grace of your Holy Spirit. Help us, both by our lives and our witness, to be faithful witnesses to your Gospel. Use us to 
strengthen and enlarge the number of people you send out on your mission to the world. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

All in the Trinity Community are invited to join in praying for the seminary on Fridays at noon when we gather in the Prayer 
Chapel to lift the school before the Lord. Wherever you are, pause at noon and pray with us. Thank you.

Prayer for Trinity

Upcoming Trinity Events
Sep 25-27 Justyn Terry speaks at St. Helena Church’s retreat at Kanuga, NC
Oct 3-4 Leander Harding leads Church of the Ascension retreat, Pittsburgh, PA
Oct 10-11 Justyn Terry speaks at All Saints Episcopal Church, Chevy Chase, MD
Oct 13 Be a Seminarian for a Day – on campus
Oct 15-17  Grant LeMarquand to Rio Grande Convention, El Paso, TX; Trinity alumni event
Oct 15-17  Leander Harding to Dallas Convention, Dallas, TX; Trinity alumni event
Oct 19-23 Reading Week
Nov 11 Registration Opens for Winter Intensive Classes
Nov 12 Be a Seminarian for a Day – on campus
Nov 20-22 Justyn Terry and Laurie Thompson at St. John the Divine, Houston TX
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